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| ae ea The people of Pittsylvania Courty, white and colored, sre solidly 
oF behind the war effort. There is Little grumbling ehout rationing, 


‘ 
‘. e 

prioritias, and the condret of the war. No wer hysteria reports 

were heard, but Nery Siete réletions had been strained some months 

aco by "liberal Taste:ners" who had brovsht pressure upon the sea 

Governor of Virginia to commute the deat y sontence oi -& Negre, Odell 

Valler, who hed kilisd Snes MAN > 


| ar The county's chief crop is tebnece, and this vear it is ae at 

an alie-time high price, aversping well over 40¢ a pomd Above aih 
; i else, the farmers and Denville business men went no question raised 
ony e@bout whether tobacea Le 6h essentisl crop. The second lerzest 


oe an@ustry in the county is the Riverside and Dan River cotton miies 
the munber of enpisyees rose from 8,000 three years azo to.i4,200 
at presente | . . . 
am Se war stamps ond bonds are dDeing Boucht up to the county's quota. The 
pe cotton mill caplovees are purchasi ne them through the payroll payment 
¥ plan, <A little less than one-fourth of the farners pledced to buy 


war bonds a few months. aco wnen canvassed. The business sen in 

Danville felt that the farrors should not be ur.jod to buy war Bonds 

se f ~ amtil after they had paid their debts; ginilerly, the plantation ea 
owners wore of the opinion that it would be wise to ask landléss a 
farners to buy war stamps and bonds only efter they had paid wp thea 


rent and acttt ed their debts. : ‘oe 
4 } : ~ as a 
ae. The farm manpower eave Sion in the cousy is not critical, even though 
the number of murel employees in the-cotten mills heave more than a. ef 
doubled in the last three years end e larce number of -yoms men -Heven i 


Segone into war industries at Vadford, Norfolk snd elsewhere, an AG about 

600 im @& house prefs abricating project at Tanyilles 

SE Wetiost of the labor for she tobacco furns, rearly. three-fifths. of 9 high as 

hs @re cperated by share renters and : seioover ars g is reer: ited, from ae 
among. the farn famiiies thensolvess The wonen and children of ie 

RL. lendloss farinersyat both races havo elwxye worked /in the tobaceé erope uae 

eet | This year’ women en? children of. enall cuners have done mare work thay.) 

eh Dia Byer bbfores + tost of the wondn end children of, 4 the. larger Landowners . 

iat stall de bile an mo. farm works ch at a ; ee 


Me use has peur ede on the farnis of urban high scl och youths Or of.) era ee aie 
eee ebuientee Te. forrers : Seyi chy widl not vse in experienced Pavetpiar eh 
@ tdbacce eran paaent Bob ae resort. | aarti 
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A few months aro the USTS end the FSA~~without the advice or eid of 
the county FSA Ssupsrvisor--transferred some 80 laborers from 
Denville to farms in upper New York State. Much opvosition eros 
and 1% was dispelled only when the report had been circulated that 
the labor that left, was of an. inferior tYPEs. 

With backgrounds or slavery, the larger cobacco growers insist upon 
having labor available just when thoy neéd it, even though sreh 
dabor is not needed throughout. the vears 


(Sone plen TMieht be worked out ie bassin inns the ¢ nines S crop pro= 
duction at: its) present level ane permit many -hundrede of undeys 2/5 
employed rural people to £50 re ercas where their iboee sould be 


uged on a fulletime basis. otton mill workers with fern backeround 
might be \released for farm wark in the busy spring and fall seasons: | j 
high school and college youth might be released for farm works \The 


a Cie 


schools meh provide appropriate physical training and an uderste, 
ing of the work they are to do on the Term, and how such work would 
@id in the wer effort.) ' 


Medical service hes been handicar eped in the somty ty loss te the 
armed forces of over a third of she tele dochors--16 altozether 
and all ef then but one from Danvilic. natham, the county séat, 
lost one of its four deetors end: will De ehnpe Bose one mores Twé 
Goctors live in Chathan who are over 60 and in the renainder of the 


“county, outside of Chatham and 1 Denville, are 5 doctors over 60. Lemay, 
farm mothers are wonder “ins whether eey can get dectors when needed. 


this winter in cases of severe illness, ealiging that it would be 
harder to get-doctore than usual, white Pare mothers in.ell of the 
larger rural commumities have talen hone nursing courses recently» 
Negro women took a similar eourse in one cate eng . 


{A plan : might be worked out for doat rs to keep hours once a weels 
in each of the ‘larze. rural ae cak centers. This would thean of 
course that the dectors, school euthorities and other BEENCLOS » 
perhaps the Extension workers and the Danville Chamber of Commerce, 
would need to work together in arrancsing such an experimente Ib 
seems Gvident that it would be a good thing if the Negro Hone 
Nenonstration Agent would organize home nursing courses for Negro 
mothsrs in the other places where she has home demonstration clube,» } 
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October 6-6, 1942 


RURAL LIFP ToENS PROTECT 


Observetions in Pittsylvenia Comty, Virginie 


E Bievivanie, the largest couty in Virginia, ris almost 7,000 farm families. © 
Nearly three-firths of then are farn PENantsis mostly share reuters and 
oe 


ae the remainder Negra. The white and cclored people of the comtby 
» and Denville, which is an indeperdent city, ere solidly behind the war efforts 
There is little grumbling abowt the rationing of sugar and gase There were 2 natty 
‘no reports of war hysterie, though the Odell Valler Case=-which involved the ae 
“Killing of a white man by « Negro=-has been the occasion of some agitetion Bas)’ 
‘of race relations. Perhaps two-thirds of ell the white people with whom T 
‘telked mentioned the Waller Case, and practically 811 of then expressed regret 
) that tirse Roosevelt and the President had asked the Governor of Virginia te — 7 ike 
) > {comnute Waller’s sentence from death to life inprisonment. Many informants 
| -essuned that the "Tastern Liberals” who "took up for Waller," were ill-informed 
» @bout the case. They felt that the Governor did the right thing when he let ies 
_ the death sentence stande Ths Odell Waller Case strained the relations between 9 | 
, the FACES, caused some white people to express fear that the Negroes were eh 
_ getting “uppish and out of their plece," but it did not issve in rumors that 9 7 
_ the SJegroes were being organized to cooperate with the Germans or the Japeneaey Sa 
moor ce ag to hinder the war. efforte if, 


Pittsylvania Coumty is famous for its tobacco production, waite began near 
$00 years ago. As early as 1840, over 6,500,000 pounds were being growne 
“Danville is among the largest tobacco rercete in the world, with en annuel 
sale of aro-nd 15,000,000 pounds, avetioned off at the city's eleven sale | 


warehouses. 


‘ This year tobaeco prices are averaging over 4O0¢ a pound, an all-time highs 


arhe second highest prices ever received came at the close of Norld War Ie | Vea 


Puce everything else, the farmers of Pittsylvanie County and the business 
‘men in Danville are enxious that no questions be raised about whether tobacco 
a Sn essential crop. Some few farmers expressed the fecling that, since 
tobacco has not been formally nared as an essentiel crop, the Governnent 
shovld not have fixed a ceiling price. More lorical, most farmers like the 
"ceiling"--since it is good and hith--and assuie that in fixing it, the 

. Sent peknowledred the crop as of value to the wer efforte 


i1le there are a nunber of arene drying, ad stemming tobacco avian 
Beso October a0 around Christmas several hundred men and women, be a 


aT Ws. 


reported to be the larcest textile mills in the Sovth. Two years azo 6,000 
Pecpis were employed; now 14,200 ara used. The majority of the new workers 
have been recruited from rural arees, some of them from as far away as 25 
Milese Over 5,000 of these workers commute daily, about half of them arrange 
their own trensportetion; the others are transported by bus--at least 40 school 
busese A good proportion of the laber which has been recruited during this 
period of rapid expansion is meyde wp of young peeple, especially women under 85. 


the general farn manpower sitvation in the comity is further affected by the 
avtraction of labor, mostly unettached young men, to the mmitions factory at 
yectord, shipsullding yards at Norfolk, the construction work on Camp Piskety 
as Blackstone, end the employment of around 600 by a prefabricating project 

a Denviile where sections of houses are asserbled for shipment to the Norfols 
Bren, ; 


Tey Wepre ryeyur om tee 94 
farm Manpower Picture: 


tren neers 


Creates 


Heeriy three-fifths of the farmers in the co:dty own no lend. These land 
} } 


; 
hammers, about equally divided as to race, tend to become ware hands in peri: 
of iow farm wages, share renters or shearecroppers when fern wages rises 


The depression yoars of the early 1930's caused some of the larger resident 
isnd ovmers to shift their shareecroppers to e wace hend basis. The leunehin 
Or the WPA, which paid wares- above these peid farm labor, caused the lendowners 
to begin to shift their wage hands back to sharecroppings The further rise in 
ferm wages, caused by the draft and the movement of wettached men of f to wer 
industries, has completed the shift to shearecropping. ; 


The farmers who had to employ extra men to pull the rreen tobacco leaves from 
the staiks this year paid from $1.50 up to £3600 a day. Though these prices 
mre much higher than heve been paid heretofore for this highly skilled work, 
tne fariers can readily pey them with the hich price tobacco is now bringings 
Pne farmers in the county herdest hit by the lebor situntion have been the 
scattered deirymen and general farmers. The prices cf “their products heave nat 
gone up as much as has tobacce, and they need labor throughout the year rather 
than just during the planting and harvest season. Then, too, a lendless men 
with &@ family wrefers to sherecrop a tobasco farm and use the labor of hig wits 
end children, rether than te support his wife and children solely with his own 
Labor. ‘ . ) 
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‘Urban Hizh School Youths Nob Mesded: 


Pies farmers in Pitteylvenia County heve not. ueed the labor ‘of high school 
youchs from tho towns, or from the city cf Danvilles. The cowmty farm acent 
mia the representatives of the USTs, ab the sumpestion of the Civil Defense 


pe ee 


Committee, approached the school authorities about enlisting hich school boys 


% 


om Som 


‘and Girls for farm work. The school officials were cooperative. The whole oe 
project was dropped, however, when the county ascent, after talking with the * 
farmers, was convinced that they would not make use of the youthe> 


Aliso, in the spring of 1942, the county agent and the USES planned to make a 
farm labor survey of the county for the County Agricultural Board. Bub agsin, 
efter talking with the farmers, it was decided that it was not needed for this 
yeer. Both representatives are convineed thet such a study should be made 
before enother year, and that some use may nosed to be made of urban high school 
Youths. 


There are two reasons why urban school children were not used for the harvesting 
Of the tobacco crop this fall: First, and most important, the tobacco farmers 
thenselves had practically all the labor they néeded within their own families, 
for it is a well established custom for the women and children of the landless 
farmers and smaller cwners to work in the tobacco crop. A single family, of — 
course, doss not have enough labor to harvest a barn of tebacco a day. The 
usual arrangement is for two or three families to work together=="swapping off" } 
they cali it. In this way a barn is filled one day for ons family, for another ~ 9% 
family on the nexte j ) 


The second re&son why urban school children were not used this year is that the 
harvesting of tobacco cen be done most sutisfactorily by those who are acquainted 
‘with the crope This is particulerly true of-the gatiering of the leaves from 
'the stalks in the fields. As one farmer put it, "You can't experiment with a 
crop which may sell Anywhere from l¢ a pound up to 7523" 


' Several farmers Ee that with close supervision school children from the 

' torms might be used at certain tasks in tobacco Pee. such es handing of. 

leaves, or even tieing the leaves on the sticks to be himg in the barn. Some 
experimentation next year may be done along this line, if the tobacco growing 
families themselves cannot take cure of their crops with labor already familiar ~~ 


as the worke 
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There has been & rapid increase of farm machinery in the past two years--espée= — 

cially combines and tractors. There are now GO combines in the countye Wheat — 

is grown for bread by most tobacco farmerse The yield is around le bushels to ~ 

the ecre. There is also some oats grown. Nearly half of the 500 tractors in 
the coumty date back to the 1920's, when tobacco was selling et a high price; 
most of the others have been bought in the past three years. 
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an The principal reasons the T°US representative and the comty egent are con= 
"- wineed that the farm labor shortage will be more serious next year are: 
(1) thet there are now not as many laborers as are wanted at the local pre« 
fabrication project or at the tobacco drying and stemming plants; (2) that not Se 
as many people are going to Norfolk and to Radford as have been requested by ocho 
the USES, and (3) that a number of farm boys, whose induction inte the armed © Bie 
- forces had beon_ deferred for them to help in this year's crop, will be called 
ae. up again before enother erop can be planted. ; 


oe 4 ow 


we 


USES and FSA. Transfer 80 Leborers to New York Farms: 


ae 


When the release about this movement of labor came from Washington to the 
local FSA office for release to the lecal paper, the county supervisors 
talked about the matter, threw the release in the wastebasket. They saw it 
as & “hot subject", wovld have nothing to do with it, felt that it was unfair 
a for the FSA in Washington to teke part in prograns in the county which the 
local representetives knew nothing about, and haé not been allowed to partici= 
pate in the making of the decisions involvede This episode is related merely 
to show the attitude of the local FSA supervisors te the movement of labor 
from Pittsylvania County te New York States 


“Neo soones hed word of the transference of the iaber come than the Denville 
Register, the morning pger, condemned the practice, pointed out that the _ 
Tocal farmers and industries needed the labor end it was unfair to take it 
@lsevhere. The local representative of the USES explained that he did it 

ns ypon specific instructions, and that of course the loeal FSA and the Register 

an would understend his position in the matter. Shortly the whole metter was 

resclved to the satisfection of everybody when the USTS representative 
explained that the labor which wes sent out was not good labors That iv was, 
in. fact, labor which hed been discarded by the tobacco packing and stemning 
companies. The Register then relaxed, agreed that the movement of the labor 
was good riddance for the commmity. Those things heving happened, the loeal 

FSA representatives felt that they would net be under eriticism for this 

particular transference of labors 


era 


we, fhe seriousness with which this experiment in the movement of lebor was taken 
e by the commuity is of first importances The resolution of the metter, too, 
es must be observed as "face" saving the whole wy ‘'rounde It must be clear to 
Roe all, however, that any repetition of the transference of labor would be looked 


upon most unfavorably by the farmers themselves and by the people in Danvilles 


It was the estimate of the county agent, secretary of the Chamber of Commerce, 

af representative of tho USES, and farmers, that there would be no labor available 

rc +o leave the county this year even during the slack work season between the f 
if time when the tobacco packing and drying houses closo down in the middle of 

© * . Pecenber and the first of llarch when the farmers bein their crope fll were 


= agreed that there would be people without full employment during this period, 
oh and thet many of the landloss farmers would be underemployed for a longer } 
= period, bub it would not be a good policy for them to leave since they would 


#11 soon be needed on the farmse 


os Tradition Looms Larges 
EONAR SOTO ATLL OER LLL AATEC AI IED 


To understand the farm manpower adjustments in the county and the philosophy 
back of it, one must remember two things: First, that the county has been a 
 gomercial producer of tobacco for nearly 300 years, and thet during the first 


“ 200 years of this period much of the tobacco was grown by slaves» There is eS 
the Sssunption that the owners of tobacco lands have a right to lebor when 
they need it. Their plens to have it available when they need it account 
for @ considerable part of the rural socio-econanie ergenization of the 
eounty. To have interfered with these plans in slave times would have been 
& chelisnge to the institution of slavery. To interfere with these plans 
Miow, challenges the landowner’s right to control the farm tenants and 
Be OPPors whe sultivate his land. 


if 


“The legel limits placed upon the eeononmie rights of the sharecroppers, and 
of the fern tenants in general, argue well the point here statede For in 
‘Virginia, as throughous the South, sharecroppers and farm tenants heve a 
“elaim to the crop which they are Core ate only after their rent has been paid 
“and after their. cbligetions for food, feed, and fertilizer, incurred while 
"growing. the crops; heve boon peid in full. In short, shareeroppers are 
Benes by the Census, wage hands by State Law. | 


The second matter which must be understood te visualize the farm menpower 

"Adjustments an Pittsylvania. Comty is that tobacco farmers have s reletively 
high cash income per acres And that when the tobacco ripens in, the fail 2% 
“must be harvested, leaf by leaf from stalk to stalk, within a few deys of a 
the proper time or it will become overripe and spoils If it is pulled too Bere. 
ys00n, it will be light in weight and of en inferior cheap grade, This); year 
many farmers in the coumty will average $500 per acrsa for their tobacco. of 
> This means that their tobacco was hendled correctly and at the richt time. os 
ee the leaves are ready for harvesting-<-one to four leaves per stalk--a) 7 2 a 
fow days delay. may incur a loss of from one-fourth to three=fourths of the © 
value of the tobacco. . Vere 


The farmers do not lock at the manpower sitwetion in the county from the eee 
» year-roumd point of view. They see it rather from their vantage point of oa aera 
; having it available just when it is needed. . Vo ae 


: “Something to Think About; 


After having telked with a score of the farmers at the tobacco warehouses 2 en 

_ and elsewhere, it was perfectly clear that the fear the farmers expressed. | Rad.) 
about the farm lebor situation was in terms, not of what had happened to 

. them this year, but what they feared would-be the sitvetion next years 

Some say that smeller crops will be plented. Other people, who appear to 

> be better inforued, maintain thet the full acreage will be planted, and thet) 
ee farners will get it harvested in the fall the best way they cans 


pat 


ear thet there will he ne Fria labor thet can Ye sent out of ae county > 
thout running into serious objections from the leaders of the pene 
nd urbane But this dees not mcan that there are not people in the sounty 
: now only partly employede Nor dees it necesserily mean that the  _ 

1d be: podusese or thet one pou ‘be any serious objections to hee 


aw See 


transference out of the county of these now wunder=employed workers. If addi- 
tional tractors and other farn machinery could be had for use in the spring, 
~®nd if employees with farm backgrounds in the cotton mills could be made aveile 
@ble at harvest time, the sane crops could be grown in the comtby, and several 
“thousand people now but partially enployed could be trensfsrred elsewhere for 
full-time employnent. 


Some further thinking along this line might be productive of very desirable 
"ends. The ineresss of tractors would release woriers to wer industries, maybe 

|) mere than enough of thea to build the tractors that would be needede Clearly 

p> ea0ush, the farmers still on the land could produce more per man-hour of work, 
 @nd so fewer men could keep production up. ilore then this, tae fermers would be 
» @ssured that their contribution to the war effort was appreciated, and that the 

> Government had made it pessible for them tq produce more nearly on a lovel with 

» Workers in industry. I+ is, in fact, somewhat discouraging for a man to work on 
» the farm with his hands, even at the most essential jobs, end Imow that he is pro= 
ee ducing but a fraction of the amount of goods that he would produce if he wers 

_ working in a factoryo 
te 
ae 


The poorer rurel dwellers in the county would thus escape the necessity of remain=e 
Bes img there just to be available forthe peak work agricultural seasons. They and 
oe: their families covld then meke full use of their time, contribute more effectively 
i to the war effort, and have more money with which to meintein an adeyguate plane 

© of living. Even after a goodly number of people now living in the rural areas of 
| the’ cointy are gone,. there will be left in the cowrty an adequate number of 
a persons with the skills needed to harvest the tobacco crops 


———s 


c It might weil mean of course that persons skilled in "saving tobacco," now work= 
' ing in the cotton mills, would need te be_released from mill employment for a 

* couple of weeks in the spring during planting time and for three or four weeks 

s in the latter part of simmer at harvesting time. To be more exact, most of the 
"mill workers could make their contribution in the tobacco crop by working in the 
E 6fields two or three days every now and then over a period of a month in the spring 
© and two or three days every week or two in the fell at harvesting timee The mill 
managenent could wall afford to give this cooperation in spring and fall to 

"+ ¥elease the now partially employed people who are boing held on farms in the 

) county and so they will be there when needed in the busy seasons. 


Someone might say, "Bub the hitch in your suggestion is clear. Steel cannot 
| be veleased from war machines for farm machinerye” Should this be the case, 
2 the same genernl plan sugcsested above could be put into operation provided 
/ more labor could be made available from the textile mills in busy seegons, 
> especially in the spring at plenting time. . 


 & second objection might be that the menspement of the mills would not 
“sooperate by releesing their workers with farm beckgromd for the busy farm 
‘seasons. One reason to believe they could be expected to cooperate in such 


Lid 
Road —" 


& plan is that this fell some rural workers were relensed to help "save" their 
femilies* tobacco. Two or three farmers referred to the fact that the mill 
management was more willing than ever before to allow their workers to drop 
out a few days to help in the crops, The managenent did this to oblige the 
farmers and to maintain good morale among their own workerse 


Medical Care in Rural Areas: 
Approximately one-third of the doctors in the coimty, 16 to be exact, have 
gone into the armed foreese Fifteen ef these went from the city of Danville, 
ene from the coumty seat town of Chetham. This leaves two doctors in Chathan 
over SO years of age, and one doctor of arovnd 40 who has been culled for 
Service in the near future. Sone effort has besn made to beep this remaining 
younger doctor in Chatham, but current reports ars that he will £0 


in the remainder of the coimty that is outside of Danville and Chatham there 
ere 5 doctors carrying on active practice, and all of these are over 60 years 


/ Of ages 


; ; { 
The local FSA representative reports thet his agency's Fealth Associatio can 
be continued as heretofore, since the Association atroady depends on these 
Gectors. ‘Around 80 of FSA's 250 borrowers are members of the Health Associas 
tions 


the S Negro doctors of Danville report that thoir business has inereased since 
the white doctors have been going into the armed forsese All three of the 
Negro doctors are arowid 50 years of agee Just recently, and because of the 
scarcity of white doctors in Danville, the colored doctors have been asked to 
qualify to examine draftees, There are about 50 Negro nidwives in the county, 
one White midwife, 


A goodly number of the farm mothers at home demonstration meetings and else~ 
“where have expressed the fear that they could not get doctors this winter when 
mesdede ‘ost of the elderly doctors in the rural sections of the county will 
not mske calls at night except in dire cirewmstances, nor are they able to 

mace nearly so many calls during the day as yowmger doctorse Many white farm 
women, in preparation for the reduced medical service, have attended home 
nursing courses given throughout the county. One such course has been conducted 
a> Cretna for colored womene It is likely that the Negro home demonstration 
escent in Chatham would do well to organize home nursing courses wherever she 
has a demonstration clube 


It is reported that about 85 percent of the familics in the cotton mills now 


have hospitalization through nembership in the Employees Benefit Association. 


No farm families are members of this Association, or of any other organization 


thet provides hospital caree ‘The city health officer of Danville expressed . 
interest in the Blue Cross Hospital Plan. 


is 
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fhe Secretary of the Chamber of Commerce end the Coumty Farm Agent expressed 
Some interest in seoing what they might do to meke medical care aveilable to 
form Yemilies this winter. There is already a marked inerease in the number 
of office calls, Yt might be desirable for the doctors, from Danville and 
the rural areas, to work out a schedule so a doctor would keep hours at least 
ons afternoon a week in each of the larger rural comamity centerse Such a 
pien covula perhaps be worked out through the cooperation of the coctors, the 
school authorities, the Extension workers, and the Danville Chamber of Conmertee 
Farmers could transport their ailing neighbors, or school buses might be vuseds 
Such a plan would save the time end energy of the doctors, the pas and tires 
of the farmers, and care for z considerable portion of the medical needs of 
tne farm families. 


ou In Conclusion; 
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Rural life in Pittsylvania County is all tied up with tobacco culture and the 


* manufacture of cotton. The mill employees arg buying bonds through payroll 
‘ employment plan. 


Pei 


ine landed and hondless, white and colored, live within the shedows of a 
Feudal economy with its background in slavery. The farmers grow their tobadce 
in the open country, and they seli it in the city of Denville. The larger 
sandownsrs, generally speaking, are economically dependent upon and in debt 
to the wealthier people of Danville in much the sume way thet the landlesg 
fermers are dependent- upon and in debt to the owner farm families on whose 
land they live. : 


These relationships became evident when the secretary of the Danville fhamber 
Bes of Commerce explained thatthe business leaders of Danville had not urged 
a the tobacco farmers to buy war bonds. It was, clear that the Danville business 
leaders wanted the farmcrs te pay up their debts first of all. A little 
Jater, in speaking with a iseding tobacco landomer, he expressed the same 
attitude toward shareercppers, nanely, that they should buy wer bonds only 
after their rents and furnishing debts had been paid in full. 


"This is the best tine ever to straighten up debts," the tobacco fermers are 
séyings The FSA supervisor and Production Credit representative say the 
farmers are paying debts as never before. And after paying their debts, they 
are buying more war stamps and bonds than they had agreed to buy some months 
&go0 when around 1500 farmers pledged a total of °98,000. The canvassers were 
be - instructed to see all farmers who were in position to buy stamps or bonds. 

ite The canvassers were sometimes surprised to find that femilies they thought 
ey. wable to buy wented to make pledges. 


"the rural people of the county are behind the war effort, and can be counted 
— © to do more than they have yet been called on to de 
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The people of Pittsylvania County remain solidly united behind the 
: war effort. The farmers are increasin:: their Livestock; more soy 
beans will be sowed this springs; and the full tobacco allotment will 
be planted, for the farmers are confidently looking forward to high 
ee ices for the medium grades of tobacco again this f'all. 


The farmers as a whole are more prosperous now than they have ever 
been before, for even though the bend sale price of tobacco in 
1919 was 55¢ a pound as compared with 42¢ a pound this past year, the 
poundavse was much smaller in 1919, and ‘the total value of the 1919 
crop was not quite so much as that of 1942. loreover, in 1919 the 
better grades of tobacco sold at higher prices and the poorer srades 
at lower prices than was the case for last year's crop, which neans 

: that whereas the producers of the better :rades were relatively better 
- off in 1919, the ADEM of the poorer grades got nore for their 

) tobacco last year. loreover, in 1919 a great deal of the tobacco 
money of the smalier farmers went directly into the purchase of auto= 
mobiles, and so was shortly out of their hands and soon out of the 
county. . 


Unlike the farmers! prosperity of the last war, much of which was 

swallowed up by the purchase of autonobiles end the borroving of 

money to buy additional land at greatly inflated prices, nost of 

the farmers! extra money now is being used to pay off debts, as a 

reserve to produce the next crop, toe secure better livestock, to have 
7 more comfortable clothes and houses, and to buy war stamps and bonds 

to help their kinsmen and friends in the armed. lorces. 


There have been severe restrictions on m zy of the things the hisher 
- income farmers have wanted to buy, suchss farm machinery, building 
materisls, power pumps end bathroom fixtures, wire fencing, milking 
machines, and other capital improvements. Then there was tarch 15 
and lar;;er income taxes to pay. The lower income farmers had little 
or no income tax to pay and could stiil vet most of the thinzs they 
wanted to buy, such as more and betier clothiny and household fur~ 
nishings, minor building repairs, and additional purchases of such 
2 SERA foods as western beef end sweetened bakery zoods. 


Pieces economic and social cleava;es anpear to be paccnune a little 
less marked as more and nore men enter the arned forces, aS more and 
re items of everyday living are rationed or controlled through 
Lorities Sy as incone taxes increase. 
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, ‘yore people heve saved more money than ever before. The banks have 
_ had hundreds of new depositors in the last cwo years. Bank deposits 
in the county (and in the independent city of Danville) were neerly 
twice as high abt the end of 1942 as at the end of 1939, while bank 
doans in 1942 amounted to only a little over half of thos se of 1959. 
The bankers now estinate that loans in 1943, particularly to farmers, 
will be even less than for last year despite their efforts to secure 
the patronage of the farmers. Most of the bankers feel that it is 
unfair for "the subsidized lendinz agencies of the “overnment"” to be 
permitted to lend money te farmers who can now readily qualify for 
bank loanse 


Along with the continuation and expansion of rationing and priorities, 
: a considerable amount of disaffection has also acoumilated amony the 


farmers, the merchants ani salesnen, and the local repr ventabives 
of the various agricultural and other public a;encies. Teeretine 
rom Vashington, the feel, are too numerous and often too complicated, 


and so result in &@ reat desi of umnecessary confusion. Specific 

nention was mde of the ineffective handlin;: of the ODT's "certificates 

of necessity" for farm trucks, the neat ration? Ney the drives for f 
- scrap iron and waste fats, and the distribution of the new farm equip- 


ment and machinery allocated to the county. 


the farmers ray complain bitterly of "those impractical ideas out of 
Washington," may aera ie point out the duplications and delays - 
put they still look 9 Jashin:ton for the answers to vany of their 
local troubles, and all of the national and interne tional tancles 
the ver hes brou; tht » 


II. COVENTS ON MAJO: TOPICS 


A. Rural Manpower Adjustments 


Tobacco is the principal crop in the county, and nost of it is 
grovm by fanily labor. Thus far, only a few farmers or farm 
leborers have been deferred by local draft boards. The draft 
7 boards throughout the county seem to assume that their prirary 


business is to raise en army, and that they are responsible to 
: the State Selective Service Board which sends them dowm a quota 7 


APES few weeks. 
A large nunber of voung: and middle-ageiwhite men from the poorer 
7 ee the county are now working a at Norfolk, or in other 
=a. war indus es. Hvery two or three weeks, many of these men re=- ‘ 
Na lee thet hones where their families are carrying on farming : 
on a reduced scale. 


Pa 
a a 5 oa Az 7 
mes f the dairy farners - and a few of the largest 
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sharecroppers and renters = may not be able to sccure all of the 
experienced labor they want at the price they want to pay, there 
is now little likelihood that there will be eny serious labor 
shortage in the county this year. 


During the past winter, a considerable proportion of the rural 
people were not fully employed. 


Production Adjustments 


As it appears now, there will be no decrease in the acreage planted 
in tobacco this spring. Many of the operators of family-size farms 
are still hoping for an increased tobacco acrease allotment. 


last fall there was some increase of wheat acreage among the 
smaller farmers, but not enough to offset the decrease anong 

the larger farmers, who were not willing to delay the marketing 
of oe profitable tobacco crop lonz enough to sow the wheat. 
Then, too, nitrate of soda is scarce, ond without it vields will 
be even lower than heretofore. 


The nunber of dairy cattle is on the increase, as also is the 
number of porkers and chickens. 


The county's sole "war crop't is soy beans. Last vear the county 
hid a quota of 700 acres, and sbout that snount was planted. 

The allotment for 1943 is 1,600 acres. Prospects are now that more 
than that will be planted. Practically all of the soy beans are 
produced by larger farmers who have combines, and the increase is 
occurring on those farms where wheat is on the decrease. Very 
little of the soy vean crop will be produced by the Ferm Security 
Administration clients or the other smaller farmers without com— 
bines. 


This spring there will be an increase of gardens, particularly 
among the town dwellers. The family-size tovacco farmers, now 
hoping for prices as good or better than last year, will perhaps 
put their tobacco first avain and so may not produce any more, 
or even less, home=;rovm food than last year. The FSA fanilies, 
however, <50 of them in the county, are starting their sardens 
arlier this year with the hope of heviny canned a goodly supply 
of vegetables before tobacco saving time arrives. 


Though there are some increases of livestock, soy beans, and home- 
grovm foodstuffs, the tobacco crop alone last year was valued at 
double that of all other cormercial and hore~consuned farm products 
combined. 


Consuner Adjustments 


People generally are Se te tasty foodstuffs, more and better 
_ clothing and poss chord furnishings, and are making minor repairs 
we an ah. 
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on their homes. (This whole subject of Consumer Adjustnents is 
discussed in detail in the main pert of this report.) 


‘be War Participation 


There seems to be practically no sentinent oe the people for 
anything other than the prosecution of the wr along present lines. 
lend=lease, expeditionary forces, the Pe ieimmetion of the draft, 
and other war measures are accepted. (The purchase of war bonds 
and stanps by the various elements of the population is discussed 
at Length below. ) 


- There is now less evidence of race tension than on either of our 
earlier visits. No reports were heard which could be clessified 
as war hysteria. 


a Community and Institutional Adjustments 


The local consolidated schools are perhaps becoring more soundly 
entrenched oy basic institutions. The teachers issue the retion 

cards at the school, and the people now yo there for First Aid and 
hone raat classes, Red Cross and “ar oer neetines, in addition 


oo 


to the meetings they. heve always held there 


: There is evidence, too, thet the lerger rural stores are becoming 
increasingly important as trading centers, and as places where 
farm families gather to visit with one enother. 


The rationing of gas has caused the farmers to omit long Aah 
but it does not seem to have affected ee very much othenise. 

; They get to the local store every fev days, to the schoolhouse 
and church, and to town every week or twos 


The farmers can still go to the doctor as much as necessery, for 7 
the County Ration Board accepts a note from the doctor stating 


o 
7 | that a specified ariditional amount of vas will be needed for : 
visits to his office. | a 


Rural church leaders this year had less trouble than usual in 
securing their annual collections. ‘ith the zeneral curtailment - 
of travel to distant points, the local church -~ along with the 
local school and store ~ is resaining some of the prestige it 
lost when the automobile supplanted the bury. 
nee) 
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crop sold for nearly twice as much as in 1939. 


2. The scattered dairy and general farmers in the county were also 
better of f than in 1939, though not so much so us the tobacco 
farmers. The few rural people who work for wages received 
better pay than in 1939, as did also the rural dwellers who 

7 commuted to employnent in the cotton nills of Denville, or to 

; war industries in Norfolk or elsewhere. 


3-e No groups of farmers or rural dwellers in the county thought 
they were worse off financially than in 1939. 


40 The farmers felt they were better off because they have had 
nore money than they had in 1939. Even though the purchase 
of many goods wis roectricted, there were opportumities. for 

most of them to buy the thin: £S they vanted, and to puy off 

: their debts, put aside sone money to vrow next year's crop, 

and maybe purchase some war bonds. 


B. Availability of Goods Desired by Farmers 


1. if tractors, trucks, mowing machines, rakes, and other heavy 
farm equipment had been available this year, the larger farm 
operators would heve bought them by the hundreds. Some of 
the larger dairy and livestock farmers are particularly anxious 
for side rakes, hay loaders, and binders to compensate for 
the relative unavailability of the traditionally cheap labor. 

wire fencing, too, has been in great demand. The scarcity 

= of nitrate of soda, as mentioned above, was one of the factors 

7 which entered into the marked decline of wheat sowed last fall 

on some of the larger farms. ‘lith yields of from 12 to 15 

bushels per acre with soda, many farmers reasoned that it ‘ 

would not be worthwhile to sow wheat unless it could be ‘lressed 
off vith soda in late winter or e:rly spring. 


2, The large livestock and generel farmers heve been most affected : 
by the unavailability of desired goods. The family-size tobacco : 
dies farmers have been able to get most of the things they wanted 
7 : primarily because their farm operations are limited largely 


7 to hand processes and to operations performed by one-horse 
plows, one-horse fertilizer distributors, and one-horse harrows 
which have not been rationed so severely as heavier machinery. 


3e As reported by merchants and dealers, very few farmers have 
become embittered aca of the scarcity of new power-driven 
farn machinery, though many of them do feel that the method 
of distributing the new machinery allocated to the county is 
unnecessarily « eee 
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than they had ever becn before, three or four tines 
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r Svent for Family Living in 10,2 as Conmared with 1939 


‘armers and merchants all state that the farm people spent 
more roney for family living in 1942 than in 1939. ‘The 
greatest increase occurred among the lower income families, 
prinarily because of the unusually high prices of the low 
grades of tobacco and the larger incomes of those who worked 
for waves, particularly those employed in defense industries 
whose families still live in the county. 


No group in the county spent less 
1942 than in 1939. 


money on family living in 


There was a marked increase of home=produced foods in 1942 
over 1939, the larcest increase occurring anong the 250 FDA 
clients, where numerous pressure cookers and jars have been 
provided through loans and where supervision has been ;<iven 
in the planting of vezetables for camming purposes. 


No decrease of home-produced foods was found in any grap, 
though many of the smaller family-size tobacco farmers did 

not can as many jars of fruits and ve,;etables this past summer 
as they hed planned to. ‘They neglected their canning when 
they needed to help save the tobacco crop. It is exvected 
that such will be the case ayain this year, for furnmers ar 
lookin; forward to tobacco prices equal to or better than 
last year, and they will have to devend on fanily labor nore 
than last yeur. 


There was an increase of store-bought foods sold to farners 
in 1942 as coripared with 193G. fHuch of the increase was neat 
and canned goods. Tobacco farmers heve always bought good 
things to eat from the store when they received food prices 
for their tobacco. A western roast, fresh fish or oysters, 
canned California peaches, a box of oranges or tanverines, 
sone nuts and raisins, and so on, hzve been taken hone from 
the city stores when farmers had money in their pockets. 
These store-bought foods are well established parts of the 
family's celebration of a good crop year.. 


During the past year, the greatest increase of sales of food- 
stuffs to farmers ts townspeople, too) was sweet bakery 
foods, especially cakes. One storekeeper after another stated 
thet sales during the tobacco selling season had been lercer 
what they 


had been in 1939. ven so, the requests exceeded the stocks. 


eo One storekeeper in Ch: than normally sold about 150 worth of 


cakes in December, but this last December he sold over 3500 


worth, and estimates that he could have sold over wl, 500 worth 


if the. bakery could heve- furnished hir: with supplies. A 
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large portion of the increase in these sales came from the 
lower income families, rural and urban. ‘he increase was, 

of course, due to the sugar rationing and to the larger incomes 
of the farmers. 


4 Farm families in 1942 bought more and better clothes than in 
1939. Farm mothers came in more often than heretofore to ex~ 
amine the quality of the goods before purchases were made. 
vhen money is scarce on the farm, the mother frequently will 
ask the father to get Johnny a pair of nants or Mary a coat - 
that is, cheap ones. But when money is more plentiful,. and 
more cash is available for clothes and choices can be made, 
the wife often comes in to make certain the clothing is well 
mede und of good naterial. And not infrequently, a suit of 
clothes rather than just pants are bought, and along With the 
daughter's coat a pocketbook and a new dress are purchased 

- which would heve been omitted if the tobacco crop hed sold 


” 2) . 
1“ =10 8 & i@SS . 


There is clear evidence that the farmers of the lower income 
groups are buying goods which heretofore had been purchased 

by the people of the higher income groups. Noticeable, for ex— 
ample, were the number of leather jackets being worn by people 
who until the last vear or two wore denim jackets. . 


As reported by the nerchants, Negroes have renerally bought 
more expensive clothcs than the Whites of the sane income level. 
Now and then a nerchant resented the fact; most were glad enough 
to zet the edditional business - a dollar is a dollar, they 
would say. 


Though it was cormon for farmers and their wives, white and 
colored, to buy the types and quality of clothes commonly 
bought by the income group gust above them, there was alnost 
no mention of extravagant purchases such as were cormon anong 
the poorer farmers ( and tormspeople) during the boom period 
Diaorld areal. 


Se The same pattern obtained in the purchase of furniture by ,' 
: farmers as in the purchase of clothing. VYore and better fur- 

niture has been bought, and Negroes on a ;riven income level 

have usually purchased more expensive pieces than the Vhites. 


The general chance in furniture purchases by farmers which 
has taken place in the last few vears was illustrated by a 
furniture dealer in Danville. He stated that where farmers < 
in 1939 and 1940 came in and asked for living room suites - > 
secondhand or new — for 340 or 600, this past winter they came 7 

in esking for new suites for $100 to 3150. n 
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It was observed by a number of informants that farmers vere 
asking for nicer funerals than heretofore. This was especially 
marked among the poorer people, with the Negro funerals usually 
costing more than those of the “hites. 


6. It was difficult to arrive at any satisfactory estimate of the 
relative amounts of money spent for automobiles and maintenance 
in 1942 as compared with 1939. A leading dealer, however, 
estimated that the total bill had been cut by at least 50 ner- 
cent. 


7. There have been no significant chanjres in expenditures for 
medical care, recreztion, reading materials, formal education, 
and support of the church and other organizations betveen 1°39 
and 1942. Inereases have been negligible except for medical 
services and contributions to the church. “‘ith nore money, 
the doctors have been called upon for more services, even 
though most of these services have been secured by visits to 
the doctor's oifice rather than by home visits. The collections 
of the rural churches have been more easily reached. One 
Negro farmer put it this way: “If a man didn't pay his preacher 
last winter, he just didn't want to." 


No new lodges have sprung up among the Negroes. During the 
tebacco farmers! prosperity of ‘orld ‘ar I, numerous lodges 
were organized. They afiorded opportunities for mysterious 
initiations, fraternal associations, sick benefits, and burial 
fees. 


The Market Value of Farm Products 


In 1942 the market value of farm vroducts in Pittsvlvenia County” 
was nearly double thet of 1939. The major item, tobacco, amounted 
to a little over$.,250,000 in 1939, a little over J&,500,000 in 
1942 despite the fact that the acreage and poundage were nuch 
greater in 1939. The crop sold for 15¢ per pound in 1939 as con- 
pared with nearly 42¢ in 1942. 


The sale of livestock and of farm crops other than tobacco amounted 
to less than one fourth the value of the tobacco crop in 1939, and 
not nore than one sixth in 1942. The total value of all non- 
tobacco farm products sold and consumed amounted to only a little 
over half the value of the tobacco crop in 1939, less than one third 
of it in 1942. | 


Farm Operating [xpenses_in 1942 and in 1939 


Farm operating expenses in 1942 irs between 10 to 20 percent higher 
than in 1939. The cash wares paid hired l:borers were greater, 

for even though fewer workers were hired, the waves paid them were 
from 50 to 100 percent higher than in 1939. 
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Feed ae livestock and poultry was up, ss was also the cost of 
conmercial fertilizers. Expense for implements and machinery was 
about the same, for even though only a limited amount of automotive 
and heavy farm machinery could be purchased in 1942, much better 
care was taken of automobiles and farm machinery than fornerly. 


‘any of the farmers are purchasing better work stock, and dairying 
and poultry is on the increase. But the aot peer for these 
purposes are small when compared with the savin.s from reduced 

_ expenditures for automobiles. 


F, Net Income of Varmers in 1942 as Compared with 1939. 


ffter farm operating expenses were paid in 1942, the net income 
of farmers of the county was well above that of 1939. The best 
estinete of how much greszter the income wes in 1942 will be showm 
: below by the greater repaynent of debts, the increased money in 
banks, the purchases of war ee and bonds, and the money set 
aside by farmers to produce the 1943 crop. 


G. Repayment oF Debts in 1942 as Compared with 1939 


1. Information from bank officials in three of the banks in 
Danviile, one in Chatham, and one in Gretna shows that 
farners repaid their borrowings better last vear than ever 
before. The Bank of Chatham, for example, loaned .:125,000 
be in long-term farni loans in 194e Approxinately one fourth 
of this was due at the end of the year, but anproximately one 
half of it was repaid. Similar situations were reported at the 
other four banks. 


With rare exceptions, all 1942 production loans and most of 
: such delinquent production logns as had accumulated have 
—— been repaid. 


The banks all héve more money than they can use, and all hve 

advised the farmers through letters, newspaper advertisements, 

and radio announcements that money is available at the bank to : 

produce the 1943 crop. The bankers uniformly express impatience 

with subsidized Government lending agencies, such as the Pro- ; 

duction Credit Association and therecently established Regional 

Agricultural Credit Corporations. Bankers insist that Govern— 

ment lending ayencies are now doing a great deal of business 

which the perie ought rightly to do, but that they cannot main- 
tain a service staff anywhere conparable to that which the 7 
‘Government agencies maintain. One banker put it this way: 
"The subsidized Government lending agencies were established 
to help the farmers in an emergency, but once these agencies 
aes) 
are set up the tenerg gency! never ends." 
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The bankers now hardly hope to make anyvhere near as many loans 
to furwers this year as last year, first, because the farners 
themselves have a great deal more money set aside to produce 
the crop, and, second, because the Government azencies are mak- 
ing loans almost equal to last year. 


Repayments of borrowings by the Farm Security Administration 
clients, some 250 of them, have been far above average. The 
maturities for 1942 amounted to 46,800, including delinquent 
maturities from 1939 of nearly 315,000. The maturities for 

1942 were almost 557,000, nearly 4,000 of which were delinquent 
from 1941. Total repayments in 1942 amounted to over 360,000. 
Only one Rural Rehabilitation client was delinquent in his 
payments this year. His account was settled almost in full 
through a liquidation sale held recently. 


The 21 Tenant—Purchase clients in the county in 1942 had 
maturities of .33,968, and repaid 12,063 in addition to setting 
aside over .4,000 to produce the 1943 crop. Two of the Tenant— 
Purchase clients paid out in full, making payments of over 
32,000, after having set aside: in each instance 600 to pro- 
duce next vear's crop. 


County FSA officials estimate that not half of the Tenant- 
Purchase clients will need RX loans next year, and that nost 
of those who do will need only small loans. Heretofore, 
practically all Tcenant~Purchase clients have needed production 
loans. Local FSA olficials are hoping by another year that 
many more of their clients will be able to put money aside 
with which to grow a crop. 


A few new applicetions ere now being received for Rural lte=- 
hebilitation loans. 


The Production Credit Association last year made loans ag- 
gregating .3280,000 to 815 farmers. Literally all 1942 naturities 
on these loans, and on earlier delinquent ones, have been re= 
paid. In 1939, 763 farmers borrowed ~168,000, ind 90 percent 
of the naturities for that year were paid. 


Prospects now are that the amount of money loaned by the 
PCA in 1943 will be about the same as in 1942. ‘fhe nunber of 
farners served will be smaller, and the average loan a little 


larger. lore loans than heretofore are being made for the increase 


of dairy cows and other livestock. 


Mamr of the lower income farmers can qualify for PCA loans 
for the first time this year. Their applications are gladly 
accepted. One difference between the service of the PCA and 
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the local banks is that the PCA representative goes to the 
client's premises and makes a personal inspection to nake sure 
that he has the livestock, farm equipment, and available labor 
with which to grow a crop and repay the production loan. 


Federal Lend Bank repayments have been far above the averae 
this vear. As early as December (sce detailed notes on 
Pittsylvenia County), District Representative /nderson of the 
Federal Land Rank stated that repayments had alrendy amounted 
to double the 19,2 maturities. 


The local representative of the Federal Land Bank reports that 
Pittsylvania farmers at one time owed the Bank around .°700,000. 
In 1941, when tobacco prices were well above the average, bor- 
rowing: families had repaid their naturities and placed .11,500 
in the Bank against future payments. In 1942, after paying up 
maturities in full, they had pleced noney there for future 
payments by "the thousands of dollars." Lven more of the un-= 
matured loans of the Bank would have been paid this vear, 
according to the local representative, if he had not advised 
some of the borrowers to buy war bonds rather than repay money 
not yet due. 


Farmers are clearly anxious to ret out of debt, and sometimes 
repay long-term loans which bear a low ri.te of interest even 
though they leave themselves without enough money to produce 
the next crop and so turn around and make short-term loans et 
high rates of interest. The representatives of the Federal 
Land Rank are discouragin;; this among their borrovers. 


Verchants, doctors, landlords, and everybody report that farners 
have repaid debts as never before. A rural doctor in the north- 
western part of the count; says practically all of his back 
bills have been paid, except bills owed by people who hid left 
the community and whose addresses had bcen lost ~ and even 

some of these have paid their bills. “People have come in here 
with money for bills I had long ago dropped," said the doctor. 
"They know exactly how much they owe, and seem to be ,tlad to be 
eble to pay it." 


In much the same manner, merchants and landlords tell how 
current borrovings have been revaid, and hoi old bills have 
been settled up. 


Many farm people in the county are now hoping they can at last 
get out of debt, and from now on set aside enough money to grow 
their own crops and live on a cash basis. Bankers with money 
to lend, some larger landowners accustomed to financing tenant 
families, and merchants who have thrived on the credit business 
of farmers are ylad to have old debts paid and old accounts 
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settled, but they are not altogether happy that -orrowings 
are smaller than usual, and that the farmers are ‘ying less 
goods than usual on a credit basis. 


The continuation of farm incomes on their present livel for a 
half dozen years would bring about rany a fundanenta. change 
in rural institutions, and in the trz ditional relatio. ships 
betreon the lerger farmers and the smaller ones, betice.n the 

rural dwellers and the townspeople. 


I. Tax Collections in 1942 and in 1939 


The relative prosperity of the farmers in 1942 is further refliccted 
in the payment of taxes. In 1939, the county and State levies 
totaled :3352,500. Of this amount, (262,000, or SO percent, had 
been collected by December 5 of that year. In 1942, the county 
and State levies tetaled 394,000, of which amount €5 percent hac 
been puid by Lecenber 5. 


In the County Clerk's office, where delinquent tunes are paid, it 
was learned that $17,900 were collected in 1939, almost o21, 500 
in 1942. fs reported by officials in the Clerk's ofiice, nearly 
all delinquent ta:es have been paid. 


I. Savings in 1942 as Coma red with 1939 


1-2. Money on deposit in five of the leading banks in the county 
7 was much greater at the end of 1942 than at the end of 1939. 
Numerous new rural depositors were reported at each of the 
banks. And more of the money at the end of 1942 was in time 
and savings accounts than in 1939. The Bank of Chathan, for 
example, at the end of 1940 (statement for 1939 not evailible) 
: had total resources of nearly 31,035,000. The resources at 
the end of 1942 were nearly 31,700, 000. The deposits at the 
end of 1940 were 3852,500, at the end of 1942 over 1,500,000. 


~The bank at Gretna (patrons mostly farmers) had deposits at 
= the end of 1942 of over 11,100,000, which were about double the 
deposits of 1939. The fmerican National Bank and Trust Company 
of Manville had deposits of pee 000 at the end of 1939 as 
comnared with 38,260,000 in 1942. The First National Bank of 
Danville sh :oved deposits ét the end of 1939 of 7,552,000 over 
against 312,033,000 at the end of 1942. The Danville Savings 
Rank and rrust Company (a Negro institution) shows increases 
TEN roughly 3300,000 in 1939 to »480,000 in 1942. 


om ey larger deposits in 1942 in all of the banks reflect the 
general increase of business activity as well as the larger 
incomes of the farmers. Only in the Negro bank, however, did 
the amount of loans increase in ‘proportion to the amount of 
er deposits. — This: bank loaned EBS in 1939, {306,000 in 
Lg 
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In 1940, loans made by the Bank of Chatham amounted to 43 per- 
cent of deposits, in 1942 to only 20 percent of deposits. The 
loans of the American National Rank and Trust Company of Dan- 
ville amounted to nearly 70 percent of deposits in 1939, to 

50 percent in 1942. 


In all of the banks, the relative decrease in loans was offset 


by a marked increase in ownership of United States Governnent 


ee At the Bank of Cheatham the increase was from J121,000 
to 3686,000, at the American National Bank and Trust Company 
of fenvies from 162,000 in 1939 to .32,723,000 in 1942. 


There has been comparatively little investment of the ferners' 
1942 income in real estate. No farmers are buying tovm property’. 
There have been comparatively few sales of land in the county, 
and nost of these have been in the settlement of estates. 


There are several local explanations why there has been no 

lend boom, even though tobacco sold this year for an avera,;e 

of over 400 an acre on land which sells at one fourth to one 
tent! of this price. First of all, as the farmers see it, the 
tobacco acreage ellotment plan is keeping the price of land 
dovm, since the only way a man can accumulate tobacco acreage 
is by buying the whole farm. If tobacco ccreage could be trans- 
ferred from one farm to another, it is highly probeble that the 
best tobacco acreage might be bought up by professional tobacco 
grovers. Once competitive bidding began for good tobacco land, 
the price trould sour. 


Lven if there were no tobacco ecreage allotment, the land 
prices might not go nearly so high as they did in 1919 and 1920, 
for farrers well remenber how dearly they paid for their land 
boom then. 


A third factor in the situation is that farmers now feel that 
getting out of debt is their best security, whereas in 1919 
and 1920 they proceeded upon the assumption that they could 
make most progress through contracting new debts, using such 
property as they already had <-s security for loans. The 
farmers, like everjbody else then, wanted to expand their 
operations. Farners are now dominated by the desire to fet 
their obligations "straightened out." 


Also entering into the current situation is the fact that the 


purchase of war stamps and bonds is generally accepted as a 
Bac to help win the war. . 


a special campaiin was put on at the 
to get the farners to 
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invest some of their money in war stamps and bonds. relatively 
little purchase of bonds had been made by farmers in the south 
Georgia tobacco area where the market had opened some weeks 
earlier. 


Promoters of the bond sales net with the warehousemen in 
Danville, and everybody cooperated in bringing the matter to 
the attention of the farmers. The auctioneers made bond talks 
before they began sales; warehousemen encouraged farmers to buy 
bonds. war bond sales booths were opened up in the banks, and 
on the streets. The result was that all during the tobacco 
selling season the sale of bonds in Danville and Pittsylvania 
County e:.ceeded the quotas. The increase of war bond sales 
that came with the opening of the tobacco market in September 
is clear enough. In August, for example, farners bought no 

"ct series war bonds at the American National Bank and Trust 
Company in Danville. In September, one farmer bought (31,000; 
in October, 6 farmers bought 33,100; in November, 6 farners 
bought 34,100; in Decerber, 10 farmers bought .:1'7,300; in 
January, one farnier bought 31,100. At the Pirst National Rani: 
of Danville, the total sale of series "i" bonds rose from 
539,950 in fugust, to J46,700 in September, to 3L00,600 in 
October, 390,850 in Noverber, J207,300 in December, and L01,450 
in January of 1943. Similar increases in the sale of "nh" bonds 
occurred in the other banks in the county after the opening of 
the tobacco market in the fall. Bankers estimated that the 
major proportion of the increase was due to purchases made by 
farmers, excepting the month of Desember when the Victory Loan 
Campaign caused tovmspeople - and farmers, too — to make ad~ 
ditional purchases. 


The Bank of Chatham sold approximately .)300,000 worth of war 
bonds to bank patrons during the tobacco sales season. Pro- 
duction Credit Association sold a little over :j6,000. The 

Nezro bank in Danville made sales to farners of $300 in December 
of 1942, 3250 in January 1943, .100 in February 1943. 


The chairman of the County “ar Bond Committee reported that 
the January quota of 360,000 (which is separate from that of 
Danville) was oversubscribed by 36,000. Now that the tobacco 
season is over, hotrever, he does not believe the county quota 
can be reached until tobacco sales begin this fall. LUxcept 
for the noney coming back to farm families from soldiers and 
from defense workers away from home, most of the farm families 
will have practically no cash coming in during the spring and 
summer o 


The county chairman of the “Jar Itond Cormittee reports that the 
State bond promoters look upon Pittsylvania County as a “problem 
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countye" A few weeks ajo, 10 locul committees were set up 
to promote bend sales throughout the cointy. If the tobacco 
prices acre as good this fall as now expected, verhans nore 
bonds will be bou,tht by farmers fron their 1943 income. 


~The County Agent estimites that war bond vled;ses of around 
75,000 were secured last surmer by « countywide canvassinyp 
cormittee. Actual purchases by farmers far excceded pledges, 
for with money on hand farmers were willing to buy. It is 
Clear, too, that many of the farmers were willing to buy bonds 
only after they had been repeatedly assured by bankers and ware 
housenen that the bonds could be cashed in st. any time the 
farmers vanted to cash then. 


There seers to be a widespread feeling among farm people that 
purchasing war bonds is one way to help their boys in the 
armed forces. ‘Then too, the bonds bear better interest than 
local banks will pay. It is not unique to hear a farm tenant 
state that his more prosperous brother bought 23,000 worth 
of bonds this year, or for ¢ small storekeeper to sav that 
his boy is in the ermy and he is gled he and his wife could 
buy a thousand dollars worth. There arc herdly any tobacco 
farners who do not know of other tobacco farmers who hive put 
several hundred dollars in var bonds . 


But not nearly all farmers have bought bonds or starps. It. 
was the observation of the postmaster of a tovm in Pittsylvania 
County that nost farmers vere not buying var stanps and bonds. 
He ;ot out his records which showed that se farners on 300 
miles of rural mail routes were buying scarcely one third as 
rany war stamps and bonds as were beine sold to the residents 

of the tovm. Though it is impossible, he said, to know what 
proportion of the farm fanilies hive bought starps and bonds, 
he doubted if as many as 10 percent of the rural farilies in 
the county have perticip:ted. 


It is the almost universal belief of farmers, bankers, and 
merchants thet farmers are not keeping very much cash zeround 
their houses. ‘hen you talk with the farmers on this subject 
at the country stores, they readily tell you that the banks 
have "stopped going; broke" and they are not afraid of them like 
they used to be. Farmers, however, are usually reticent to ; 
say very much cbout what they are doing with their money, 
other than that they have settled some debts, paid their taxes, 
_ put some money aside to grow next vear's crop and verhaps 
bought sone war starps or bonds. 
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Possibly one of the principal reasons they do not want to speal: 
specifically about their financial situation is that many of 
them were facing for the first time in their lives the possi- 


ity of paying a acer income tax in mid-"arch. Vloreover, 
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farmers usually keep their business natters more or less to 
thenselves. Many a farmer prefers to buy war bonds at a bank 
where he does not have his account, or from a booth on the 
streets or at the theater rather than from the local mail 
carrier. So, therefore, the postmaster, the chairman of the 
County \.ar Bond Cormittee, and other generally informed citizens 
frankly report that their estim:tes of purchases of bonds by 
farmers are at best only rough estinates. 


The total sales in the county and Danville do, of course, record 
practically all of the war bonds bought by the farrers. These 
sales showed merked increases during the tobacco sules nonths 
(Septeriber~January), but the totals sugsest that only a srall 
proportion of the furrers' €,500,000 tobacco crop rent into 
war bonds, 


; Jo The General Situation of the Farrers at the ind of 1942 as Compared 
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The farms are generally in better condition than at the end 
of 1939, though there has been some neglect of fencing, terrac- 
ing, and ditches. 


Buildings are bettsr maintained. Nunerous small repairs have 
been rede on the rural homes, especially those of small owners 
and the more stable renters. if large quantity of sheet-rock 
was purchased this fall to make farm houses more comfortable, 
and more paint than usual has been bought. There heve also 
been large sales of linoleum and, as mentioned above, of 
household furnishings. 


Even with the scarcity of building materials, there are evidences 


throughout the county of an additional room or two added. 
Liost obvious of all hve been the additions of new frame rooms 
to old log cabins. 


“ith restrictions on the purchase of farm machinery, the equip-— 
ment already on hand has had better care than before. lore of 
it was under sheds this winter$ more of it is being kept 
lubricated and properly repaired. {tachine repair dealers in 
Chatham report an unusually good business, stating that for 

the first time many ovmers of farm machinery are willing for 
mechanics te keep their equiprent in first class condition. 


The type and quality of livestock is on the upgrade, for farrers 
with money are purchasing better livestock. There is some 
tendency for unusually high prices to be naid for mules end 
cov’s. The public sale of even a few mules and cows will attract 


buyers from Roanoke and Lynchburg, 50 miles away, though usually 
- local buyers are the highest bidders. 


" 
ee 
_ Sa 7 


of Spat = cian stehits. acenks nas refats 7 

asd s. te chied sii id ot neetene orga oan 
eit no. ddont's St to VStuonboe ahs: ea Jaa pe oh wit Br 3 a 

far feool oi? mowt mak wicTiet pgs ae ww. Sag rea = 

ne 10 fetes: ond, terme teu a8 ohes wer athe ate Ses ‘oe ae oF *. 


aeesiiia Sarioleat + Cla pote is Toto lis ott i-page eichegte? B snente Sy Se eae ede _ 
a ~ , - is iva ew = om 

“ed shod. to aveedsipe To Gel anti seee dott: et 4 feat: Phe Fo) iy 
wad Anere 2 Oo" eis yiats Pucpd J a wnnae® PG, eo a es 

¥ F - 7 7 = 


biases .Bewes ‘to oh alfivnst ius settee etl mt wakiog: tah pee Fo, 


Sau. erate edt Mid oe vee winet te agtt to SRE yitostisena: © Ge 
ananion selen ogden: of) wi! (edi SAeROrORE en te heed: yakec ae Ly 
{fave € whee taht Jeetag od aol Wah Oe ae patasices) od eee 
cing ¢oae wets peaetigd See Papeete ria Tren eeerreraes . 

iz ot a RS Maas 

gu ms S300. 49 tun! all Reta eek ie nlc a a ho ee 
OT Res ee ae 

* q a 

wie ou? se z9vtt nolhibhess sadved Hp al fates ota RS er meee 21 © Se 
SAE ots: mn Lo, Fosi4ne, aeroe siasi7- es | oad Cypraris eVeTE 20 ; es ot = r 
rein gal) fein gqett a a ae 

; : | | ere: 

viet otlage: Ilan eyoteums basil sane seeot ead, ecm in 7 oe ‘<<; uo 


ee a on a ee ae ae fe a Mitek ET eacenen ‘ 7. : 2 ie 
awe > io scorld tileciowitie | seni-iawit O82 to eb t? Tse : fis er 
fatrmntante To. vate ‘eh \ sel get BEMMRS sptert Bid bos n> aaa 
Sslisireincs vay aextod jal eae of oie sit peamiszny e014 7° ee 
) gala eee! ext eiigo a’ ceed godt Dept. diet) patio want Dac 
ae rtheORel Ie aslee senel jen ; 
ee fialareal fr Dedieiton er 


excterivea sub jomit:. cleat: cael to wihorsos ont ris dy eave 17 Se 
bs ig SOD Ea (biAR ste To eared oft Jarctoncrsty me: 
Sry sot Se373 - Von 35° arm Peo. 7S esis ipsad ovat ‘Lda to peer eed ; - ae “S\ 
ie ewittas wey : or ioe 

@iue> eft «eran. dosnt Lo. selena ons. HG 

to Biot .eeiet aah wen tatege TAs hat 
qt vutod ak’ 3i. 26-Sige sae iee 
ak erefachas) 1st Sie Shama, aghors 
Sar Sats paesad Peon en) hack Yoo Quis 
wot pohly S94. yeehaioe) eas ae 
nena sealoweste nz See? pe 


wry a wet 7 wats 22 2p ab asaees 
win Bl etary Rae, < 

bas cies io Soe, or ari 
dgoacr sk Dt ews: Ihe ee 


v Nainted ane is en ne ae 


Seg Be 


5. As farmers and representatives of local agricultural égencies 
now see it, the usual crop acrea;;¢ will be in cultivation in 
1943. Some ferr farmers will not be able to put out as much 
tobacco as they want to. Others, however, and in larger 
numbers, re still hoping that the tobacco acreage allotment 
will be increased. It is also believed there eG be takers 
for all of the allotted tobacco land, that more than the 
county quota of 1,000 acres of soy beans will be planted. 


CO*MENTS ON SPPciiIc TOPICS 


Bankers, merchants, and farmers erphasize the importance to the poorer 
families of high prices for the medium and poorer _gredes of tobacco. 
ee The poundave yields of the farmers who grow the poorer srades heve 
— always been relatively high, but when prices for the best grades are 

“ four or five times that paid for the poorer grades, it means that most 
of the tobacco money goes to the farmers who produce the high grades. 
In 1942, the orices for the redium and poorer grades vere oniy 5¢ to 
10¢ a pound belov; those paid for the better grades. ‘These unusually 
high prices for the medium end poorer grades mean that the lover in- 
come ferners have received money in unprecedented amounte. 


Nore farmers are putting more money in the banks than before, and 

more farmers are renting safety boxes at_the banks. All of the safety 
boxes at the Rank of Chathan were taken by Christmas of 1942. Since 
then many farmers have brought in valueblea: in envelopes and put them 

in the main vauJt. The purchase of war bonds, and the fear of destruc- 
tion of deeds and other records as a result of possible air raids seen 
to account for the greater use than ever before of safety boxes. The 
bankers discourage their use for the keeping of cash. 


For the last few months, the farncrs in the lower income groups have 


been purchasing more expensive merchandise than usual. They are fre- 
quently buying the kinds of clothirs, furniture, and food that only 


the farm people in higher economic groups could afford. The families 
of one economic level seem to like to buy the things customarily bought 
by the families on the economic level above them. Then, too, there has 
_ been an increase in the number of farm wouwen in beauty parlors, and an 
_ increase in the purchase of flowers from floral shops for funerals in 
farm tenant families. 


7 at. ‘The lower income farmers have been getting more costly funerals. This 


- tendency is most marked among the Negroes. A large landowner shows 
just | how it works: One of his elderly colored tenants died. The © 
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tenant had been frugal, had accumulated a little personal property, 
and hed over a thousand dollars in the bank. The widow asked the 
landlord to administer; and accordingly he advised her to have a 
modest funeral. She thanked him - and ordered a 3500 funeral. Ue 
- iater asked her why she had spent so much on it. "ell," she said, 
"Ben had always hoped he could have a nice funeral. the roney was 
din the bank, and I know that's what he wanted me to do with it." 


1 


“ithout exception, farmers, merchants, bankers, representatives of 
local agricultural agencies emphasize that extravagant purchases hive 
: not been made by the farm people, that they have bought more and better 
clothes and furniture than before, that they have used doctors nore, 
but they cre not naking extravagant, showy purchases such as were 
common in 1919 and 1920. ‘Then asked why this was, the answers were 
renerally uniform: First, farmers want to settle their debts; second, 
they want to put aside some noney to grow next year's crop; third, 
they want to make the house more comfortable; fourth, ther like to 
— buy war bonds to help their boys. It anpears that most people think 
ss the above things have been done with much of the 1942 farm incone 
largely because autorobiles were not for sale. 


There was a most convincing unaninity among informants that if autono= 
biles had been for sale, the farn-rs would have apnlied much less of 
their 1942 income to the repayment of debts, to the financing of next 
year's crop, and so on, than they hive. In referring to the last 
period of high tobacco prices during and inrediately after “orld “ar I, 
one farmer put it this way: "Ford got three tobacco plants out of _ 
five then." Nor were illustrations of extravagant expenditures during 
world Var I wanting: An automobile salesman insisted that he knew a 
Negro farmer who walked into the Cadillac place in Danville, barefooted 
and in overalls, and announced that he wanted to buy a "big new car." 
The sales agent on the floor listened to him but briefly. Ignored, 
the Negro walked down the street to the Ford place, and bought the 
biggest Lincoln in stock, paying $5,800 in cash. The Negro farmer then 
had the Ford salesman drive him up to the Cadillac place and assure the 
- Cadillac agent that he had bought the Lincoln and had paid cash for it. 


A Danville clothier who has been in business at the same place for over 
30 years, states that farmers have bought better merchandise this vear 
than. usual, but that they are not making extravagant purchases. “Our — 
people are not extravagant," he seys. But when asxed whether they 

were ¢ extr avagant in the last war, he then tells how he sold silk shirts 
to rechanics, and how farners cane in and asked for the most expensive 
suits Bocce. 
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‘The: rationing of sugar and coffee and the recent point rationing is 
being accepted without opposition even though these share-and-share- 
alike programs to regulate the distribution of basic foods do not 
parallel the traditional race and tenure differentials in the comunity. 
The registration for the point rationing was going on while we were in 
the county. In some places the “hites and Negroes were registered at 
their separate schools, in others at separate places at the same school, 
and in at least one school they formed a common line. Some “hites 
objected to the fact that the members of both races stood in the same 
line, but there was no criticism of the share-end~share-alike quality 
of the ration books issued. 


On the first day of the point ration repsistration, some members of : 

upper class families — wholl; unaccustomed to standing in line ~ vent 
direct to the registration table, explaining that they did not teve 

time to vait. The people in the line - also little accustomed to 

standing in line - did not like for anyone to go ahead of then. By 

the end of the first day only an occasional person stenped ahead, by 

the end of the second everyone stayed in line for his or her turn. 


Many people are convinced that the rationing of foods inercases their 
consumption among the poorer families. "They seen to feel that they 


are supposed to buy all theyare allowed to buy," complained one 
grocer. He said then that he thought the merchants ought to put on 
an educational campaign, particularly among the Negroes, to let them 
me know that they are not supposed to take up their full allowance but 
only the amount they need and customarily buy. Many merchants feel 
that the poorer folk look upon the purchase of their full allotments 
as a patriotic opportunity. 


eins late February, at a local meeting of the Southern States Cooperative a 
in Chatham, the district manager from the liichmond office explained 

why the local varehouse, 1,200 tons behind in the delivery of fertilizer, 

was unable to pet supplies * out of the Norfolk fertiliser factor. He 

said the Norfolk factory vas operating on a small fraction of the dabor i 
needed, and could not jet the supplies out. Plenty of materials were ~ 
available to make the needed fertilizer, but not enough labor to get 

it mixed and shipped out to the vurehouses for the farners who had 
ordered it. The farmers wanted to know why they couldn't get the labor 
needed in the Norfolk plant. The district manager explained the great 
labor needs" of the Norfolk area now, the high wages being paid by the 
war industries, and the overcrowded | housing situation. Rut Southern 
pe eaoorer eters, which includes the individual farmer-member at one 
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end and the factory at the other, was not without a plan. Living 
quarters for workers would be constructed near the Norfolk plant, 
and the farmer-members could help find laborers for work in the Norfolk 


fertilizer plant. This request of the district manager for farmers to 
get workers for a factory was a new experience for the district manager 
and the farmers. The request seemed simple enough at first. The farmer~ 
members needed the fertilizer from their cooperatively owned factory at 
Norfolk, and by helping send labor down there they couid get the fer— 
tilizer. But, which labor was to go? If they sent their own farm 
workers, would they be able and willing to come back in time to plant a 
crop? The 55¢ an hour offered at Norfolk was no small part of the 
farmers! dilerma. That wage was not high enough to attract and hold 
dabor on the Norfolk labor market, but it was higher than the farmers 
were paying. They seemed to fear that if a farm laborer went to Norfolk 
he would not be willing to return to work on the farm, or that even if 
he did his report of 55¢ an hour would be a disturbing factor among 

the other farm laborers. But, even if the farmers sent labor dom to 
Norfolk, and so lost it from the farm because of the 55¢ an hour wage, 
what assurance was there that these laborers recruited by the farmer- 
members would not shortly leave the Norfolk factory for the more attractive 
local jobs which had attracted the former employees of the Norfolk 
fertilizer plant? Shortly it was clear that while the farmer=-members 
wanted laborers for the Norfolk plant, they wanted them recruited from 
among the town dwellers rather than out in the open country. (Soon 

we will know whether any laborers went from the county to Norfolk » and, 
if so, who they were, who persuaded them to go, and so on.) 


PROCEDURE AND INFORKANTS © 


On this our third visit to the county, we had an opportunity to make 
observations in several rural communities. ‘We went out one day with 
the local representative of the Production Credit Association, another 
day with the local Farm Security Administration supervisor > and a third 
day with the Sanitary Engineer of the Health Department. Te were also 
invited to accompany the County Agent, but were unable to schedule it. 
From now on, we believe it will be rather easy to get into the rural 
areas with the representatives of various countywide programs. 


Informants include: 


Thomas Jackson, County Agent 

Helen Griffin, County Agent 

We I. White, Supervisor, Farm Security Administration 

George W. Jones, Supervisor, Farm Security Administration 

Ko E. Henderson, Sanitary Engineer, Health Department 

J. T. Thompson, Productive Credit Association 

Eo Mo Mathews, Superintendent of local Sub-Experiment Station, Chatham 
Patterson, Postmaster, Chatham 

Member of Chatham Draft Board 
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Terry, County Treasurer 

Eo T. Cocke, Pittsylvania County Cooperative Warehouse, Chatham 

Preston Moses, Editor of the Pittsylvania Tribune 

Jo M. Saunders, Editorial writer, Danville Register 

William J. Vansant, Chatham, Chairman of the County War Bond Committee 

W. I. Green, Chatham merchant and local representative of the Federal 
Land Bank 

Earl Allen, Bank of Chatham 

Wayles R. Harrison, President, American National Bank and Trust Company, 
Danville 

dames Bustard, President, First National Bank of Danville 

No C. Martin, Danville Savings Bank and Trust Company 

R. C. Vaden, supply dealer, Chatham and Gretna 

Whitehead, of Whitehead Hardware and Implement Store, Chatham 

Thompson, of Thompson Clothing Company, Chatham 

Shelton and Sowers, of Jefferson Furniture Store, Chatham 

Mundy, of the Mundy Grocery Store, Chatham 

Xrse Ho Ee Henderson, Liggett's Department Store, Chatham 

Grub, of Terry Ford Agency, Chathan 

Floyd Fox, operator of service station and roadside store 3 miles 
west of Chatham 

Salesman at Cole Furniture Company, Danville 

Atkins Brothers, farm renters, at Easley's Store, Callaznds 

Jo S. Jones, tobacco planter an’ warehousemen, Chatham 

Willie White, Negro renter, 10 miles north of Chatham 

Lo. D. Yates, rural storekeeper, 10 miles west of Chatham 

Reynolds, operator of a country store 13 miles west of Chatham 

Dr. Mease, Sandy Level, northwestern part of county 

Hunt and wife, Bright store, northwestern part of county 


In addition to these more or less formal interviews, we talked casually 
with 25 or 30 farmers at a sale near Sandy Level and with scores of 
farmers at a dozen rural stores west of Chatham when riding with 
Sanitary Engineer Henderson as he made inspections of sanitary facili- 
ties of roadside stures. 


